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Research Interests 

I am interested in exploring the heterogeneity of the midbrain dopamine system and unravel its role in behavior and in 
neurological and neuropsychiatric disease. Currently, I am focusing on neuronal subpopulations of the Ventral 
Tegmental Area and their target areas, and by using animal models combined with optogenetics, pharmacology, 
behavioral and histological analysis I am trying to answer questions regarding the neurobiological basis of reward-
related behavior, both under normal conditions and in neurological and neuropsychiatric disease.  
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